CHAPTER   XXII
INDUSTRIES
THE cotton plant (Gossypium} is most extensively culti-
vated in the Ceded Districts, especially the Bellary district,
in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly. Its cultivation is largely
carried out on the black loamy soil, called in the vernacular
regur or regada, and by Europeans black cotton soil, which
is very soft and adhesive during the monsoon rains, and
fissured by huge cracks in the dry season. The cotton of
commerce consists of the unicellular hairs, which are at-
tached to the seeds of the plant, and, in South India,
produce the commercial forms known as Tinnevellys,
Westerns, Cocanadas, and Salems. The separation of the
fibre or lint from the seed is effected by ginning (gin, a
contraction of engine). The cotton is brought for sale to
the factories by the bigger ryots (farmers or cultivators),
the smaller ones disposing of it, ginned or unginned, to
native brokers, who have advanced money on the crop.
It is noted, in the * Imperial Gazetteer of India/ that
"originally all the cotton-presses were in Black Town,
Madras, and the raw cotton was brought to them in carts,
taking months upon the road. The cotton famine in
Lancashire, which was caused by the American War
(1861-5), gave a great impetus to the trade, and it was
shortly afterwards further encouraged by the construction
of the Madras Railway towards the cotton-growing areas
in the Deccan. As the line advanced, the cotton was
carted to the nearest station, and, when it reached the
Deccan, the presses were transferred thither from Madras.